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Cultural influences across time and space: How
salient are source-country characteristics in
immigrants’ economic and social behaviour?

Studies examining immigrant integration typically focus on how structural elements of the host
society affect immigrants’ social and economic outcomes. However, immigrants’ lives are also shaped
by factors beyond the borders of their new society. The skills, behaviours, and preferences developed
in immigrants’ source countries continue to affect their experiences after migration. This is
particularly true for immigrant women, as their participation in the social and economic realms of the
host society may be influenced by the prevailing gender role attitudes of their source country. This
presentation will discuss results from various empirical studies that examine the saliency of source-
country characteristics among immigrants in Canada. In particular, the extent to which source-
country gender roles are associated with immigrant women’s labour force activities and the
educational attainment of immigrant children will be examined. The presentation will also highlight
some of the linked data files that Statistics Canada has recently constructed and address their use in
advancing research on immigration and mobility issues.
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