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“Sampling (forced) migrants through advertisements on Facebook
and Instagram”

Survey sampling is one of the long-standing methodological challenges of
quantitative migration research. Reaching potential survey participants is
especially difficult regarding small and highly dispersed populations,
newcomers or those with uncertain legal status. Facebook’s and Instagram’s

targeted advertising capabilities provide a promising approach that allows
scholars to tackle this issue. The talk will explain how the method can be
employed in migration research, discuss its advantages and shortcomings and
present some insights from recent projects targeting, e.g., German emigrants
worldwide and Ukrainian refugees in various European countries.
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